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on man because he has done good works, but in order that he may do good works. " Heavenly grace does not find desert in man in order to make it come, but after it has come it causes the same."* Gregory is very emphatic on this point. He says that it is a mark of pride to imagine that we have received from God any good quality in consequence of our own merits. " For St. Paul warns us not to believe that any gift of grace is given us for our precedent merits, when he says: By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works, lest any man should boast. Who also says of himself: Who was before a blasphemer and a persecictor and injurious; "but I obtained mercy. In these words he plainly declares that grace is not given according to merit, teaching us in his own case, both what he deserved of himelf for his evil deeds, and what he obtained of God's benevolence."2 Elsewhere again Gregory says: " No one has first given anything to God, so that Divine grace should follow him. For if we prevented God by our good works, where is that which the Prophet says: The God of my mercy shall prevent me 1 If we have given any good works so as to deserve His grace, where is that which the Apostle says: By grace are ye saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God; not of works ? If our love prevented God, where is that which St. John says: Not that we loved God, but that He loved us ? where is that which the Lord says by Hosea: I will love them freely ? If without His gift, by our own strength we follow God, where is that which the Truth declares in the Gospel, saying: Without Me ye can do nothing ? and again: No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him ? and again, Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you ? If we only prevent the gifts of good works by thinking aright by our own strength, where is that which is said so salutarily by St. Paul, that all human self-confidence might be utterly rooted out: Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as of ourselves, but our sufficiency is of God ? No one therefore prevents God by
Becole ubi te inveni quando meo te timore solidavi. Ut ergo ego in to non. destruam quod construxi, ipse non cesses considerate quod reperi. Quom enim Yeritas nisi aut in flagitiis aut in excessibus invenit ? " Of. MOT. xviii. 62, 65; xxix. 54.
1 Ibid, xviii. 68.
* Ibid, xxiii. 13,